
In this conversation, we speak with Rimi Mizuoka, Claudie Lacquemanne, 
Paulina Kalvelage, Machi Goto, Irina Stadnik and Mana Matsumura, six of the 
graduating students from the Ballett-Akademie Hochschule für Musik und 
Theater München. They shared some of their experiences, thoughts and 
opinions about the 8. Tanzausbildung Biennale Stuttgart 2022.

In this episode, we hear Rimi Mizuoka, Claudie Lacquemanne, Paulina Kalvelage, 
Machi Goto, Irina Stadnik and Mana Matsumura discuss some of the highlights of 
the Biennale and what surprised them or what was memorable. This included seeing 
many the different understandings of dance, watching other schools’ work, 
participating in the workshops and the reflections. They speak about coming from a 
classical ballet institutions, and how enjoyable it was to see different approaches to 
dance as well as hearing the opinions of other dancers. [01:30-07:40]

We asked about what they thought of Ilse Ghekiere’s presentation on abuse of 
power in the dance world. They found it to be an important topic to be addressed, 
saying it was present in the classical dance world. They appreciated the work that is 
going into speaking about this. They spoke about how female choreographers and 
directors are still rare in the classical ballet world. [07:40-09.40]

When we asked about any systems of support they may have, they said there are 
systems of support, but they couldn’t name one in the moment of talking and that this 
is missing. They mentioned that this topic of abuse of power is more discussed in 
contemporary dance scenes, and that the classical ballet dance scene it is not yet 
recognized. They mentioned how abuse of power is considered “normal” or “just 
ballet” in ballet contexts. [09.40-12.30]

They mentioned that at the Biennale they experienced this feeling of there is no 
“right” or “wrong” and how they appreciated it, and that was a new experience. 
[13.00-13.48]

When asked about the perspectives they may have shared with other students, they 
spoke about how they’re quite younger than many of the other students and how the 
contemporary dance field may not know that ballet dancers actually don’t want to 
isolate themselves, but participate in certain issues and stay with the times. 
[13.48-16:32]

When asked about the process of deciding who attends the Biennale, they 
responded that it’s always the graduation class that goes and this year the 
graduation class was less than ten people. They spoke about other schools have 
very different selection processes. [17:15-18:20]

The conversations concludes with an audio extract from the performance “YOU 
Among us” performed by the students of Ballett-Akademie Hochschule für Musik und 
Theater München at the Biennale. 


